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Synopsis

Although only 2 percent of Colombiad ™s population identifies as indigenous, that figure belies the
significance of the countrya ™s indigenous movement. More than a quarter of the Colombian
national territory belongs to indigenous groups, and 80 percent of the countryd ™s mineral
resources are located in native-owned lands. In this innovative ethnography, Joanne Rappaport
draws on research she has conducted in Colombia over the past decadea "and particularly on her

A"

collaborations with activistsa "to explore the countryd ™s multifaceted indigenous movement, which,
after almost 35 years, continues to press for rights to live as indigenous people in a pluralistic
society that recognizes them as citizens. Focusing on the intellectuals involved in the movement,
Rappaport traces the development of a distinctly indigenous modernity in Latin Americaa “one that
defies common stereotypes of separatism or a romantic return to the past. As she reveals, this
emerging form of modernity is characterized by interethnic communication and the reframing of
selectively appropriated Western research methodologies within indigenous philosophical
frameworks.Intercultural Utopias centers on southwestern Colombiad ™s Cauca region, a culturally
and linguistically heterogeneous area well known for its history of indigenous mobilization and its
pluralist approach to ethnic politics. Rappaport interweaves the stories of individuals with an
analysis of the history of the Regional Indigenous Council of Cauca and other indigenous
organizations. She presents insights into the movement and the intercultural relationships that
characterize it from the varying perspectives of regional indigenous activists, nonindigenous urban
intellectuals dedicated to the fight for indigenous rights, anthropologists, local teachers, shamans,

and native politicians.
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Customer Reviews

a ceJoanne Rappaport takes engaged anthropology a whole step further in this brilliant experimental
ethnography. Through intercultural dialogues involving new generations of Nasa intellectuals and
their nonindigenous collaborators in Colombia, we witness creative tactics to decolonize knowledge
and produce novel hybrid political culture. Intercultural Utopias offers a rigorous, indigenously
inflected analytical approach to issues such as indigenous politics, autonomy, and conflict & “inside
the insided ™ of highly fluid arenas of indigenous activism.a +a "Kay Warren, author of Indigenous
Movements and Their Critics: Pan-Maya Activism in Guatemalaé oeThis book is a major intervention
in discussions of interculturalism among scholars and activists committed to indigenous
movements. Joanne Rappaporta ™s theoretical and methodological innovation and politically
engaged practice model the transformative power of horizontal conversation between and among
intellectuals from distinct linguistic and cultural traditions.a «a "Florencia E. Mallon, author of
Courage Tastes of Blood: The Mapuche Community of NicolAjs AilA o and the Chilean State,
19064 “20014a celntercultural Utopias is extremely useful for thinking comparatively about
indigenous movements, particularly the sections on bilingual education, the role of the national left,
implementation of customary law, and dealings with transnational religious authorities.a  (Diane

Nelson Journal of Anthropological Research)

"This book is a major intervention in discussions of interculturalism among scholars and activists
committed to indigenous movements. Joanne Rappaport&#x92;s theoretical and methodological
innovation and politically engaged practice model the transformative power of horizontal
conversation between and among intellectuals from distinct linguistic and cultural
traditions."&#x97;Florencia E. Mallon, Professor of Modern Latin American History and Latin
American Studies, University of Wisconsin "Joanne Rappaport&#x92;s deep knowledge of the
region, her access to so much privileged information, and her concern to show a new way of
interacting with what used to be seen as the subjects (and at time the objects) of research are
extraordinary."&#x97;[RR; PP] Jean E. Jackson, Massachusetts Institute of Technology --This text

refers to the Hardcover edition.
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